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Persian (Farsi)

MOHAMMAD-REZA MAJIDI AND ELMAR TERNES

Institut fiir Phonetik, Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft und Indogermanistik, Universiteit Hamburg,
Bogenallee 11, D-20144 Hamburg, Germany

The style of speech illustrated is that of many educated Persian speakers in the area of
Tehran. It is based on a recording of a 45-year-old male speaker.

Consonants

- Bilabial |Labiodent.| Dental Postaly. Palatal Velar Glotal
Plosive p b t d k g ?
Nasal m n
Fricative f vi|s =z [ 3 X vih
Affricate tf d3
Trill r
Approximant j
Lateral
Approximant 1
P per  ‘feather’ t tir ‘arrow’ k kur ‘blind’
b bar fruit’ d dir ‘late’ g gur ‘grave’
m nom  ‘name’ n non ‘bread’ X X&m ‘bend’
f nof ‘navel’ s sir ‘garlic’ P vem ‘sorrow’
v nov ‘warship’ z zZir ‘below’ ? tee?sir  ‘impression’
r sirt ‘satiety’ I Jof ‘urine’ h kuh ‘mountain’
| sili ‘slap’ 3 303 ‘idle talk’ j - jek ‘one’

tf tfire  ‘victorious’
d3  dzire ‘ration’

Yowels

1) *u :
i dir ‘late® —
del ‘heart’

1
e
e \ \ 0 *® der - ‘door
TN D ~.dor _ ‘gallows’
- o por ‘full’
A’ \ 5.0 u dur Cfar’
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llustrations of the IPA 1235

Stress

Stress is distinctive: ['mzrdi] merdi  'aman’
[mar'di) mardi ‘manhood’

Conventions

fp. t, kf ure strongly aspirated in word-initial position, in other positions slightly aspirated.
/b, d, g/ and /v, z, 3, v/ are slightly devoiced in word-final position. /fy/is [c] in word-
initial position, after nasals, and when geminated; otherwise it is postvelar [y]. /m, n/ are
voiceless in word-final position after o voiceless consonant, /md is [m] before /T, v/ and /n/
is [n] before /k, g/, and [g] before /y/. /il vanies between [r] and [1]. /v/ is [w] after /o,
otherwise it 1% [v].

Vowel length is not distinetive, but all vowels are rother long i steessed position, i,
u/ are, in general, somewhat longer than /e, @, o/, /e, =, of are long or half-long before
consonant clusters. Before or after nasal consonants, vowels are nasalized. Word-initial
vowels are preceded by [7], vowels in hiatus are separated by [?]. /o/ is underrounded.
Articulatory positions of the other vowels are as on the charn.

Transcription of recorded passage

jek ‘ruzi ‘bode [o'mol bo xor'fid boh@m dz?'vo ‘mikerdend, ke ‘ojo
ko'domjeki yeevi'tzerast. deer 'on 'hin moso'feri re’sid, ke lzbbodeje ko'lofti
be ‘dovre 'xode] pitfide bud. onho yz'or ‘gozoftend, ‘harkodomefon, ke
wvvael ‘betzvonaed mosoferro maedybur konad lebbudes[r 'bekenaed,
ma?lum ‘mifzved, ke ‘zure| biftzrest. ‘bode [o'mol to tzvonest va'zid,
emmo ‘heertfe bif'tar va'zid, mosofer lebbo'dea[r bif'teer ‘dovre ‘xode[
‘dzem? kerd. oyebeet bode [omol xas'te [od ve ‘dast 'berdoft. 'batd
xor[id to'bid, vae ha'vo in'yadr ‘germ [od ke fov'ri moso'fer lebbodez[ro
deerovaerd. paes ‘bode [omol madsbur fod ey'ror konaed ke xor'fid ‘zurae[
bi [ ‘taeraest.
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jec 'ruz 'bode fo'mol bo yor'fid bo 'hem de?'vp 'micedend, ce 'bjo codomjeci
Geeviter ast. der 'on 'hejn moso'feri re'sid, ce leebb'nde-j-e co'lofti be dovre yodea(
pitfi'de bud. on'ho Gaeror yozoftend, 'her codomefon, ce 2@vveal 'beteevonaed mosp'fer

! broad transcription
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ro mad3z'bur conzed lebbonde-&f ro 'becenad, ma?'lum 'mifeved, ce 'zuref bif'ter
ast. 'bode fo'mpl tp tevonest va'zid, '?emmp ‘hertfe bif'ter ve'zid, mosp'fer
leebbp'de-af ro bif'ter 'dovre '"yodaf 'dzem? cerd. ?pce'bat 'bode fo'mol yeas'te fod
vee 'deest 'baerdoft. 'be?d yor'fid tobid, va he'vo in'Gedr 'Jeerm fod ce fov'ri mosp'fer
leebbp'de-af ro 'der-overd. pas 'bode fo'mpl mads'bur fod ?ecror conad ce yor'fid
'zureef bif'ter ast.

o 1]
jec 'ruz 'bode fo'mpl bo yor'(id bo 'hem de:'vb micaedand, ce '?pjp kodpmjeci
Geviter ?ast. der '?on 'hejn moso'feri re'sid, ce laebb'ndeje kolofti be dowre yodeaf
pitfi'de bud. '"?onho Geror gozoftend, her kodopmefon, ce ?@vvel betzvonad
moso'fer ro mad3'bur konad lebbode-?a( ro becenaed, me:'lum 'mifevad, ce 'zuraef
bif'teer eest. bode fo'mpl to tevonest va'zid, '?eemmo hertfe bif'ter ve'zid, moso'fer
leebbp'de-?af 1o bif'ter dowre "yoda( 'dze:m card. oce'bat 'bode fo'mpl yees'te fod
vee 'deest 'berdoft. 'bae:d yorfid tobid, vee ha'vo ?in'Gedr 'yeerm fod ce fow'ri mosp'fer
leebbp'de-?&f 1o der-overd. pas 'bode fo'mpl meadz'bur fod ?ecror konad ce yor'fid
'zureef bif'ter 2ast.

Bilabial | 2% | pental | Alveolar | F3%% | pajatal | velar | Uvdlar | Glottal
dental alveolar
Plosives p b t d c J G ?
Nasals m n
Fricatives f v sz I 3 X h
Affricates tf dz
Trill r
Approximant ]
Lateral
|
approximants

TPA o o)l 1l o lgsead s0d puma Joa

! narrow transcription
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