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Abstract

Man is familiar with the concept of possession from birth, because he knows
all the places and things that belong to him. Accordingly, the concept of
possession is encoded in all the languages of the world. There are two
concepts involved in possession, which are called possessor and possessed,
and the relationship between the two is called possession. Possession is
divided into two main groups, nominal and predicate, and has different types
including action, location, association, addition, purpose, source, initial and
equality possession. In the present study, the expression of possession in the
Pashto language has been studied. So far, the category of linguistic
possession has not been studied in the Pashto language from the perspective
of linguistics and only descriptive references have been made to it. Today,
the study of language from a cognitive perspective is at the center of
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attention of researchers in the field of language; therefore, in this study, we
aim to study the encoding of possession in the Pashto language for the first
time, based on the collected linguistic corpus, within the framework of
cognitive linguistics. In this regard, the schemas of possession expression in
Pashto will be introduced and their frequency of occurrence will be given.
The corpus of the research is extracted from three best-selling Pashto books
and two motion pictures. The results of the research show that in Pashto, the
frequency of use of nominal possession is higher than predicate possession,
and this is also confirmed for the frequency of occurrence of types of
possession. In types of possession, the frequency of occurrence of additional
and connecting possession is higher than other possession, and these two
types of possession are also encoded in the nominal way. In addition, in
Pashto, the equality schema is not used to express possession.

Keywords: Cognitive Linguistics, Heine, Pashto, Possession

1. Introduction

Pashto is one of the official languages of Afghanistan, which is also spoken
in parts of Pakistan. It is considered as a member of the Eastern Iranian
language family. Pashto is related to ancient languages such as Sanskrit and
shows structural and syntactic links with other Indo-Aryan languages.
Despite the historical background of this language, it has not been studied
extensively in linguistics, especially at the global level, and many of its
grammatical and structural issues still require more detailed research. One
of them is the expression of possession in this language. Possession is one
of the most basic concepts that all languages in the world have the means to
express. In this regard, the present study examines the linguistic structures
of possession in Pashto and attempts to analyze these structures within the
framework of cognitive linguistics and based on the model presented by
Heine (1997). Previous studies in Pashto have often been limited to a brief
description of the category of possession, while this study aims to
systematically and analytically extract the possessive schemas in this
language and examine their frequency of occurrence. Given the importance
of cognitive approaches in contemporary linguistic studies, this study is the
first to examine the coding of possession in Pashto from this perspective.
The results of this study can contribute to a better understanding of
possession structures in Pashto and provide a basis for comparative studies
with other languages in the region. Accordingly, the objectives of this study
include extracting and examining the types of linguistic constructions
encoding possession in Pashto, presenting and analyzing possessive schemas
in Pashto, comparing possessive schemas in Pashto with the model presented
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by Heine (1997), and examining the frequency of occurrence of various
possessive structures in Pashto.

2. Literature Review

Previous studies on possession in Pashto have mainly described linguistic
structures and have made less use of cognitive linguistic frameworks. Some
studies such as Rashtin (1998) and Khoshaki (2016) have referred to the
coding of possession in Pashto, but have not specifically categorized the
possessive structures. Also, Momand (2004) and Ziyar (2005) have focused
more on possessive pronouns and have examined their grammatical role.
Pinzel (2010) has also addressed the means of coding possession, but has
limited his study to the Kandahari dialect.

In linguistic studies related to Iranian languages, studies such as Sharifi
(2009) and Nagzguy Kohan (2016) have examined the strategies of
possessive formation in Persian and Taleshi. In particular, Nagzguy Kohan
and Maleki (2019) have examined the possessive schemas in Persian and
have added a new schema (associative) to Heine’s (1997) model. In addition
to these studies, some researchers such as Sharifi and Sabouri (2019) have
examined possessive strategies in different varieties of Iranian languages

and have shown that these languages use strategies such as demonstrative,
contiguity, and conjunction to express possession. In addition, more general
research has been conducted on Pashto, which has addressed its grammatical
structures and syntactic roles. For example, Dabir-Moghaddam and Mayar
(2019) have examined the systems of agreement and case in Pashto and have
shown that this language exhibits the characteristics of a dual language
(semi-Kenyan) at different times. Also, Miakhil and Dabir Moghadam
(1401) have analyzed the case system in Pashto and identified its syntactic
features. However, no independent research has been conducted to examine
possession in this language based on cognitive frameworks.

3. Methodology

In this study, we seek to extract and examine the types of possessive
structures in Pashto based on Heine (1997). In this study, any structure that
refers to the relationship between the owner and the owned is categorized as
a possessive structure and its type, whether nominal or predicate, is
determined, and then its possessive event schema is obtained based on Heine
(1997); therefore, it is necessary to collect a linguistic corpus to achieve this
goal. In this regard, best-selling fiction books in Pashto were introduced as
part of the linguistic corpus of this study.
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5. Conclusion

Possessiveness is a concept used and encoded in all languages of the world.
The relationship between the owner and the owned is called possession. In
general, three types of nominal, predicate and external possessive structures
are found in the languages of the world. In the nominal possessive structure,
the owner and the owned form a noun group, such as “my hand” or “his car”.
Usually, this nominal structure covers three types of possessive concepts:
legal ownership, whole-to-part relationship and kinship relationships.
Predicate possessive refers to the structures in which the possessive
relationship appears in the predicate. This is achieved by using various types
of possessive verbs, such as “having”, “belonging”, “existential
construction” or “spatial construction” with a linking verb.

In this study, the types of predicate and nominal possessive types in Pashto
were studied and a table of the results was also presented. Now it should be
stated which type of possession is used more in Pashto. The frequency of
these two types of possession can be seen in the chart below:

Distribution of Possession Types

Predicate possession

Nominal possession

As is clear from the chart above, in Pashto, nominal possession is used more
to express possession. Numerous examples of this possession were found in
the corpus. In the table of types of possession, the number of nominal
possessions for types of possession is more than predicate possession.

In the next study, types of possession in Pashto have been conducted. In the
previous sections, types of possession in this language were presented with
examples from Pashto compared to examples from Persian. The authors have
also obtained the frequency of these possessions based on the corpus. The
frequency of types of possession in Pashto is also visible in the chart below:
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Distribution of Semantic Relations

20

Percentage (%)

15

10

Action Location Association Addition Purpose Source Initial
Relation Type

It is clear from the chart above that the highest frequency is for additional
and connective possession, and therefore the chart above confirms the results
of the previous chart, because these two types of possession are in the
category of nominal possession. Finally, it is stated that the Pashto language
uses nominal possession the most in possession and among the types of
possession, it also uses additional and connective possessions for encoding.
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