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Abstract

Definition has long been a subject of interest for scholars across various
disciplines. Given the pivotal role of definition in language and
communication, examining and classifying its various manifestations is of
prime significance. Despite numerous studies, a comprehensive and unified
classification of definition types appears to be lacking. This research aims
to provide a relatively comprehensive and systematic classification of
definition types that can accommodate the diversity of perspectives in this
field. This qualitative research was conducted using desk research and
descriptive methods. Definitions were collected from various online and
printed sources. The results of this research indicate that the primary features
used in existing classifications of definition types are generally based on two
approaches: function and style. However, these classifications have not fully
addressed all aspects of these approaches. Accordingly, we introduce the
Function-Style Classification as a conceptual framework. This research
paves the way for a deeper understanding of the concept of definition and its
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types, serving as a valuable tool not only for lexicographers but also for
specialists in various fields of knowledge.

Keywords: Concept, Definition Function, Definition Style, Definition
Writing, Definition, Function-Style Classification.

1. Introduction

Given the central role of definitions in lexicography and related disciplines,
numerous scholars have attempted to identify, categorize, and standardize
different types of definitions. Nevertheless, the absence of a comprehensive
and widely accepted taxonomy remains a major challenge, stemming from
theoretical diversity and divergent methodological perspectives. This study
aims to present an integrative overview of the concept of definition and to
review existing typologies in order to address current ambiguities. The paper
first explores the structure and key components of definitions to elucidate
their semantic and functional roles. It then examines theoretical viewpoints
and classification models proposed across disciplines, highlighting their
conceptual overlaps and discrepancies. The methodology section outlines
the research design and data collection process forming the basis of analysis.
Finally, the study proposes the Function—Style Classification of definitions
based on linguistic and structural criteria, offering a unified framework for
lexicographic and ontology-based applications.

1. Literature Review

The notion of definition has constituted a central concern throughout the
intellectual history of humankind. Socrates is regarded as the first
philosopher to underscore the epistemological significance of precise
definition, a pursuit further refined by Plato and Aristotle. Since the
Aristotelian tradition, debates on the essence, function, and methodology of
defining have evolved within philosophical, linguistic, and scientific
frameworks (Robinson 1963).

1.1.  Definition within the Knowledge Domains:

Contemporary scholarship—exemplified by Swedberg (2020) and Downie
(1994)—reveals that definitions are context-dependent constructs whose
form and purpose vary across disciplines such as sociology, law, medicine,
and lexicography. These disciplinary distinctions demonstrate that
definitional practices embody distinct cognitive and communicative
functions.
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2.2. Approaches to Definition Typology:

Atkins and Rundell (2008) adopt a user-oriented lexicographic approach,
distinguishing two analytical dimensions of definitions—content
(information conveyed) and form (linguistic structure). They identify several
definition types, including encoding, decoding, classic, synonym, full-
sentence, when-, and short definitions. Riemer (2010) further classifies
definitions into real, nominal, extensional, cognitive, ostensive,
synonymous, and definition by context.

The paper proposes an integrative, cross-disciplinary framework for
analyzing definitions, aiming to enhance conceptual coherence, functional
clarity, and terminological standardization across scholarly domains.

2. Methodology

This study employed a descriptive—analytical design to achieve a clearer
typology of definitions across various textual and lexicographic sources. The
data collection encompassed print and digital materials from a variety of
disciplines. Following data compilation, the information was refined and
cross-referenced to align variant terminologies. A close qualitative analysis
identified six recurrent parameters—definer, audience, purpose, context,
mode of expression, and structure—which served as the basis for
preliminary categorization. Definitions were initially tagged according to
these parameters, distinguishing, for example, audience-oriented colloquial
definitions from linguistically structured precise ones. Two overarching
evaluative criteria were then established: the functional criterion, focusing
on communicative, contextual, and pragmatic purposes, and the stylistic
criterion. Together, these criteria provide an integrative analytical
framework for evaluating and classifying definitions within lexicographic
and interdisciplinary research contexts.

3. Conclusion

This study offers an in-depth exploration of the conceptual and linguistic
complexity of definition as a discursive act shaped by its communicative
context. Each definition represents a linguistic operation governed by
intricate relational and functional patterns. By examining and classifying
definitions through a set of functional and stylistic features, the research
proposes a dual typology—functional and stylistic—to illuminate the shared
and distinctive characteristics of definitional forms. Although different
parameters may yield alternative groupings, such variability underscores the
inherently multidimensional nature of definitions rather than signaling
inconsistency. The Function—Style Classification thus reflects the
complementary relationship between form and purpose, viewing style and
function as two interdependent dimensions of meaning-making. Functional
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definitions emphasize communicative aims, contextual relevance, and
pragmatic roles, whereas stylistic definitions highlight the linguistic and
structural strategies employed to convey meaning. Rather than opposing
categories, they constitute a continuum of definitional strategies. This
integrative framework extends beyond formal classification, offering a
dynamic analytical model that facilitates comparative studies of definition
types across disciplines and supports deeper investigation into the linguistic,
cognitive, and socio-cultural dimensions of defining practices.
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