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Abstract
Dialect glossaries, also referred to as dialect dictionaries, lexicons, or

thesauri, are collections of words from a specific dialect or language,
accompanied by phonetic, lexical, grammatical, and semantic information.
Their entries typically represent words used by particular communities,
professionals, or specialists in a given field. In Iran, numerous studies have
focused on local languages and dialects, highlighting the importance of
applying scientific information and adhering to lexicographical principles in
compiling such works. This article aims to identify the types of information
necessary for dialect dictionaries, drawing on Svensén (2009) and research
on existing dictionaries. The primary objective is to review Iranian dialect
dictionaries in terms of lexicographical standards and provide
recommendations for improving their compilation. Analysis of various
dialect dictionaries reveals a lack of consistency, uniformity, and standard
methodology in their production. Furthermore, since dialect studies are
conducted not only by linguists but also by cultural and language
enthusiasts-including experts in anthropology, literature, and sociology-it is
crucial to apply both linguistic and lexicographical principles. Doing so
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ensures greater precision, scientific rigor, and reliability in documenting
dialects and preserving linguistic and cultural heritage.

Keywords:  Dialect  Dictionary,  Lexicographical  Information,
Lexicography, Linguistic Information.

1. Introduction

This study focuses on analyzing dialect dictionaries and lexical sources
published in recent decades under titles such as “dictionary,” “lexicon,”
“glossary,” and “dialect treasury.” These works typically provide lists of
dialectal words along with phonetic, lexical, grammatical, and semantic
information, and their entries consist of words or expressions used by
specific communities or specialists. Local languages and dialects are rapidly
declining, and their disappearance entails the loss of significant cultural
heritage. To keep linguistic diversity alive and to follow the history of
languages, it is important to document and put together dialect dictionaries.
The present study aims to evaluate how scientific and reliable these
dictionaries are and how their content can be improved to better achieve their
goals.

Given the increasing number of studies on dialects—from articles and theses
to dictionaries and grammatical descriptions—examining the role of
linguistic information and adherence to lexicographic principles is crucial.
Although lexicography is viewed by some as a branch of applied linguistics,
by others as part of theoretical linguistics, or even as an independent field,
its close relationship with linguistics is undeniable. Drawing on Svensén
(2009), this article analyses the linguistic and lexicographic information
included in Iranian dialect dictionaries to determine whether it has been
systematically compiled and what types of data are necessary for greater
accuracy and scientific rigour. The findings can contribute to typological
studies, historical linguistics, phonetic research, and semantic
investigations.

2. Literature Review

Dialect dictionaries are specialized resources that systematically present the
vocabulary of a specific dialect, language, or linguistic variety. They
typically include phonetic, lexical, grammatical, and semantic information,
some essential for documentation, while others are optional depending on
the dictionary’s purpose. Dabirmoghaddam’s (1999) definitions provide a
conceptual foundation: a language consists of varieties whose speakers
cannot understand each other; a dialect comprises mutually intelligible
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varieties with differences in pronunciation, vocabulary, or grammar; and an
accent is distinguished mainly by phonetic and phonological features despite
mutual intelligibility.

The history of dialect research is long-standing. Joseph Wright’s English
Dialect Dictionary (1898—-1905), a six-volume work with around 70,000
entries, remains a seminal reference in historical dialectology, representing
one of the earliest systematic efforts to document regional varieties. Earlier,
in 1775, Russian ethnographer S. G. Gmelin studied Iranian languages,
including Gilaki, highlighting the longstanding scholarly interest in dialect
documentation.

In Iranian linguistics, Sadeq Kia is regarded as a foundational figure, often
called “the father of Iranian dialectology,” for his systematic fieldwork
beginning in 1961. Nonetheless, studies of Iranian dialects predate Kia,
including Fouadi’s 1935 article Language and Dialect and Mohammad
Mogaddam’s publications in 1935 and 1939, marking significant early
contributions.

Recent research, such as Sabzalipour and Nikgohar (2014), emphasizes the
distinctive role of dialect dictionaries within lexicography, using Gilaki as a
case study to illustrate the methodological challenges of documenting
regional lexical systems and the importance of preserving linguistic
diversity. Sana’ati et al. (2015) note that dialect dictionaries provide not only
linguistic data—phonetic, semantic, and morphological—but also
extralinguistic insights, including cultural, social, and pragmatic aspects. By
documenting both linguistic and cultural elements, dialect dictionaries
facilitate the study of language change over time, making them invaluable
for diachronic and historical linguistic research.

3. Methodology

This study was conducted using a library-based and descriptive-analytical
approach, with data extracted from the microstructure sections of 24 dialect
dictionaries or lexicons. The main purpose of employing content analysis
and library methods was to achieve scientific results and address the research
questions. The data were examined through identification, classification, and
interpretation. The selected dictionaries, published from several decades ago
to recent years, were chosen randomly. Features and compilation methods
of different sections varied. The structure and content of each dictionary
depend on its intended use and users’ needs, and the data collection methods
are adjusted accordingly.
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4. Results

For the purpose of data analysis, according to Svensén (2009), the following
information items can be found in a bilingual dictionary, a category that
includes dialect dictionaries:

Table 1: Classification of Information Items in a Bilingual/Dialect Dictionary (Based on

Svensén 2009)

| Main Category
4.1. Formal Features

4.2.
Information

Semantic

4.3.
Features

Collocational

4.4,
Features |

Pragmatic

4.5. Additional
Information|

6. Conclusion

Subcategory
4.1.1. Orthography
4.1.2. Pronunciation

Subcategory

4.1.2.1. Phonetic Form
4.1.2.2. Coordination Between
Pronunciation and Transcription
4.1.2.3. Pronunciation Variants
4.1.2.4. Stress
4.1.3. Morphology
4.1.3.1. Inflectional Forms
4.1.3.2. Word-Formation Elements

4.2.1. Equivalents

4.2.1.1. Grammatical Category
Agreement
4.2.1.2. Use of Standard Language in
Equivalents

4.2.1.3. Definition Patterns
4.2.1.4. Sense Discrimination

4.3.1. Grammatical
Category

4.4.1. Ilustrations
4.4.2. Examples
4.4.3. Labels

4.5.1. Encyclopedic
Information
4.5.2.  Etymological
Information

This research investigates the linguistic and lexicographical information
included in 24 Iranian dialect dictionaries, analyzed according to Svensén's
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framework (2009). The main goal was to determine whether a uniform and
coherent method is followed in compiling these dictionaries and to what
extent attention is paid to providing essential linguistic and lexicographical
data.

Unfortunately, the results revealed that the compilation of existing dialect
dictionaries in Iran lacks a specific pattern and methodological consistency.
Furthermore, a significant portion of these works fail to adhere to
fundamental lexicographical principles, and they do not properly present the
necessary linguistic and lexicographical information. Based on this, the
study concludes that three vital categories of information must be provided
simultaneously to compile a principled dialect glossary:

1) General or dialectal information (accessible by ordinary individuals and
researchers),

2) Linguistic information (covering phonetic, morphological, syntactic, and
semantic aspects) which requires specialized explanation,

3) Lexicographical information (related to organizing the dictionary's
structure based on user needs and its objectives).

These findings, which emphasize the importance of adhering to
lexicographical standards, can serve as a valuable guide for dialectologists
and individuals concerned with the documentation of the mother tongue and
local dialects in Iran.
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1. denotative equivalence
2. connotative equivalence
3. gloss

4. surrogate equivalent

5. paraphrase equivalent
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4. determiner



VY| i g (sl

S sbesle Y X LY

5 oskie el Al e slacSle 550y Sledbl cwl p3Y L Sw )8 el s
5 Cio el ozmen ool b aS cnl slg LBl 5 5 L] slapeie o0 slacsLo
6[@03; sé‘dﬁL@‘d)} 6[@05; ‘Lso...u‘ le.ﬁo?)f J.ALMJ LDW U"‘ .JJB)GA )lS L JJd
692.: u}‘.m 6‘;: w‘ 69[5 ‘L29L1 6[.%&@;9 )é RESUOW. uLC)Ua‘ U"‘ 3}4) )b ).a..) U]
Sl ol dacSin b wisS ol o (VFF SVEY (len) 05 53 calie Jolao ¢,liis 50
@by JPaere Gl 5l Sopa il i b g J3e ] )0 medy &g 4 il
000 glos) sl aor 5 b Jite & 90

FYPPI PPN g g
o alpal pre (Ths wasee Jlis 1) srtipn slaShs S5l Ao balesal
5 ool oS s Jalg sln gsose nl sl o anlen (o5 (i BB e
oz e 5l & alS@ealS g |y S K LT oS wls s el S
S 5es 0l 5 el K lpal Sy Joles 45 codl al S5 UK S b 55
OFF ¥ adgul) 0l o1 oS 5

Sy 50 S s eols il jlanler o8 5 Tarly e Cesl g (S0 slSin B 4o
Olew) 958 (atie b oS Ceul dnles slise (nl 5 S 59, ISt bl gline
Slads ailen sline Syo g a8 (IS 4 093 Lol glre ;0 Vgeso 4L oSGl Jdo 4 . (VFA
eleal a8 dalis 0 (W8 fla) 0gd J3oe anlea b3 Sleal cul g ool
oS il P bl dex 5 Lolyen Jlo Shgo 4 b ojlad date by 0 Jole
OVY olen) o5

75 0l Sl aez i by () Ol a e S0 gl S L2DLT lasin b 50
s A 5 B 5 Bl Lol S 3,5 o 8 5] 8,50 5 p0le 05
AV Slew) ol

1. collocator
2. base
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1. full idiom

2. partly compositional idiom
3. semi-idiom

4. non-compositional idiom
5. visual
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