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Abstract

The present study was an attempt to run a discourse analysis of the
dispatch advertisements appearing in the Iranian newspapers.
Irrespective of the sub-cultural differences, religious diversity, and
variations in beliefs, Iranians have traditionally paid special attention
to their deceased and the funerals. Obituaries have always been an
indispensable part of funerals and ceremonies and are usually used to
announce the death of the deceased dears passing away through the
press and other media in attempt to release the news to almost all the
relatives and friends and then take the measures related to the funeral
and burial. To do the study, following a thorough review of the related
literature, fifty frequently appearing obituaries in three famous Iranian
newspapers were selected in two consecutive weeks in August,
2024.The discourse analysis criterion was based on Wisniewski
(2006), and various discourse features along with lexical, syntactic,
semantic, and stylistic analyses were taken into consideration. The
results revealed that dispatch advertisements appearing in the Iranian
newspapers enjoy syntactic diversity, phonological harmony, and a
rhythmic language, to which is added the taste of Persian literature
and religious beliefs. Cultural, social, familial, and other personal
features of the deceased is discernable thorough analyzing the
published and printed advertisements. This discourse which represents
a carefully designed communication between the advertisers and the
audience employs both direct and indirect ways of exchanging a lot of
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information in an almost limited number of words, a limited space,
and in a reader-friendly manner enjoying a simple language. The
findings of the present study might be employed in the cross-cultural
studies, discourse analysis research, and linguistic surveys in general
and studies on Iranian culture of funerals, ceremonies, and obituaries
in particular.

Keywords: Discourse Analysis, Dispatch Advertisements, Iranian
Newspapers, Sociolinguistics Perspective

1. Introduction

Including different text types and attracting a large audience (such as
advertisements and death notices), “newspaper effectively mirror the
contemporary language and culture” (Rademann, 1998, p. 49). Some studies
of linguistic variables also note how they can organize text types (auf dem
Keller, 2004; Fries, 1990; Gieszinger, 2000; Makinen, & Raisamo (2008).
Corpus-based studies of particular linguistic features often help to
characterize newspaper text types: Marzol (2006, p. 79) found that "modality
correlated with specific news contexts". Different scholars have attended to
the development of newspaper text classes (Fries, 2001) e.g. death notices
(Fries, 1990, 2006). According to Chaudhry et al. (2014), "obituary
announcements are community oriented social texts authored according to
certain accepted and established social and, in many cases, religious
conventions" (p. 29). The existing literature reveals that obituary and death
announcements (DAs) constitute a fertile ground for the use of linguistic and
literary devices (Bressler, 2009; Fernandez, 2006, 2007; Nelson, 2009;
Rubinstein, 2007). Thus, the present study makes an attempt to analyze the
specific discourse connected to death notices (or obituaries) in the Iranian
context.

Research Question(s)

What are the prominent discourse features of dispatch advertisements in
Iranian newspapers?

2. Literature Review

Obituaries are presented in a way to create grief in the audience and
appreciate the deceased (Askildson, 2007; Bryant & Peck, 2009; Fernandez,
2007). Obituary announcements belong to what Enkvist (1987) calls the
family of "template texts" which are defined by him (Enkvist, 1987, quoted
in Nwoye, 1992, p. 18) as texts "whose macro structure is set in advance,
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and where the text producer, so to say, enters new data into pre-existing
gaps, as when filling a hotel registration card or an income-tax return".
Diverse studies have been carried out on death announcements (DAs). While
some scholars like Al-Ali (2005), Fernandez (2006, 2007), and Marzol
(2006) investigated their figurative language, others like Eid (2000), Booth
(2002), and Nwoye (2007) concentrated on the structure of the DA genre
and factors that influence its language. For example, Kachru (1992)
examines the linguistic features of the use of peculiar traditional references
to death in Indian English. He observes that the context of the culture
necessitates the use of indirectness in reference to death in Indian Obituary
announcements.

From another point of view, many existing analyses use obituaries to
understand other social processes that involve living in the social world as
opposed to leaving it upon death (Phillips, 2007). With attention to length,
thematic, editorial, and journalistic considerations, researchers have
illuminated issues of racism, sexism, homophobia, ageism, class, ethnicity,
and professional status and image (Eid, 2002; Kastenbaum, Peyton, &
Kastenbaum, 1977; Kearl, 1986; Knutson, 1981; Marks & Piggee, 1998;
Maybury, 1995; Moremen & Cradduck, 1999; Moses & Marelli, 2003;
Spilka, Lacey, & Gelb, 1980; Williams, 1997). Ergin (2009) also suggested
that death announcements in the Turkish context reflect attitudes toward
gender, ethnic/religious minority status and cultural capital, and echoing the
aggregate efforts of privileged groups to maintain a particular self-image.
Obituaries are products of the values of the societies in which they originate
(Durkheim, 1912 [1995]). Starck’s (2005) comparative analysis shows how
the obituary, as ritual, is constructed differently in the United States, Great
Britain, and Australia. Those analyses also deal with issues of
discrimination, inequality, and marginalized identities (Halbur &
Vandagriff, 1987; Hume, 2000; Moremen & Cradduck, 1998). In other
cases, researchers have considered the effects of epidemiological
concerns—often AIDS or cancer—to determine how society appraises the
individual characteristics of a particular class of decedent (Alali, 1994;
Cameron, Playfair, & Wellum, 1994). Todua (2014) also believes that "the
very middle class is the main promoter of change, both social and linguistic,
with their inclination to move upwards towards the upper class. Hence, the
middle class sees in obituaries patterns of achievement, accomplishments,
and success stories" (p. 64).

The important research available dealing with the gender-sensitive issue
belongs to Kastenbaum et al. (1976), Spilka et al. (1980), Kearl (1986),
Halbur and Vandagriff (1987), Maybury (1995), Eid (2002), Rodler et al.
(2002) and Ogletree et al. (2005). The studies of these researchers mainly
intend to gauge the representation and projection of both genders in
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obituarial discourses under the assumption that gender-based partialities
perpetuate after death. Chaudhry, Christopher, and Krishnasamy (2014)
suggested that males not only get more obituaries in Pakistan but also get
added projection when compared to females. However, the qualitative
interviews revealed that the observed differences in the death reportage of
both genders did not purely fall in the line of gender discrimination. Males
got situational advantage due to the factors like familial traditions, religious
beliefs, cultural traditions and socioeconomic environments.

3. Methodology

To answer the research question above both, discourse analysis and content
analysis of 50 dispatch advertisements appearing in two consecutive weeks
in August 2019 in the Iranian newspapers, namely Keyhan, Etelaat, and
Hamshari, which are among the most famous Iranian newspapers and rich
enough in obituaries, were taken into consideration. As discourse analysis
based on Carter (1997, p.23), “is a primarily linguistic study examining the
use of language by its native population whose major concern is
investigating language functions along with its forms, produced both orally
and in writing”, the present study mainly focused on the discourse of
dispatch advertisements considering various lexical, syntactic, semantic, and
stylistic discourse features presented by Wisniewski (2006) as the main
criteria for discourse analysis in discourse studies. In line with the main
discourse features mentioned, cohesion, coherence, intentionality,
acceptability, informativeness, situationality, and intertextuality features
were also taken into consideration.

4. Results

The data collected were put into discourse analysis and the following
syntactic, lexical, semantic, and stylistic discourse features were presented:

A. Syntactic Features and Cohesion

Considering syntactic features, obituaries analyzed are of two types;
syntactically cohesive and syntactically non-cohesive: The first group
mostly includes complete sentences enjoying verbs, they are unmarked, and
follow the standard structure of the Persian language. Such advertisements
represent syntactic normality. The following obituaries of which the dates
and names have been deliberately omitted represent syntactically firm,
cohesive, and acceptable structures. The first part of each table shows the
original Persian version of the obituary and the second part represents its
translation in English.
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Tablel. Dispatch Advertisement in Keyhan News (Wed, 20 August, 2024)
Bazgashte hame be siiye oost

ba nahayate ta’asof va ta’asor, dargozashte shadravan.........ra beh etela’e
koliye-ye diistan, bastegan va ashenayan miresanad. beh hamin monasebat
majlese tarhime an marhiim, riz-e seh shenbeh......, dar..............., bargozar
migardad. sherkat-e shoma sarvaran-e moa’zam mowjeb-e tasali-ye khater-e
bazmandegan khahad biid. Khanevadehay-e............ va sayer-e bastegan
Everybody Returns to Him

While being full of sorrows and sadness, we announce the death of the

lamented.......... and inform all the relatives, friends, those familiar, and the like
of his/ her passing away. To remember him/her a ceremony will be held on
...... (date)....in......(place)......Your attending the ceremony will surely show

your sympathy with the mourning ones and those losing him.
........................ families and other relatives

Table 2. Advertisement in Hamshahri News (Tuesday, 19 August, 2024)
Jenab-e aghay-e ............

Hereby, we pay our deep condolence
and sympathy to you and your dear
family for your dear father’s passing

Dargozasht-e pedar-e geramiyetan ra
beh jenabeali va khanevadey-e
mohtaram tasliat arz nemiideh va az

away, and would ask God, the
Almighty to place him in the heaven
and provide you with enough patience
to tolerate his death. Signed and named
by co-workers.

khoday-e mota’al baray-e an marhtim
talab-e maghafarat va baray-e shoma
sabr va shakiba’i mas’alat minemaim.
az taraf-e hamkaran dar

The second group of obituaries includes non-cohesive syntactic structures;
such advertisements include incomplete sentences, pieces of poems, and
extracts of literary works. They also represent a sort of syntactic deviation
from the norms. The following example best shows such an advertisement.

Table 3. Advertisement in Hamshahri News (Thursday, 28 August, 2024)

Oh, My Dear ...... azizam............

Alas, Alas, ..... darigha, darigha, ...

So pretty a spring fades away, cheh baghchei pazhmord

So nice a flower falls on the earth, cheh goli oftad bar khak, cheh deli raft
So sympathetic a heart fades in beh bad!

blooming.

Hereby, I remember your first year
of leaving and sorrowful passing...
Your sister.......

baradram, gerami midaram yekomin sal-
e dargozasht-e ghamangizt ra
khaharat.........ccceeeee.

It is worth mentioning that in both cohesive and non-cohesive types of
obituaries a sort of syntactic harmony could be found. Such a harmony
represents a morpho-syntactic feature as relies on the phonological,
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prosodic, and melodic sounds of the Persian language; expressions such as
‘ensani varasteh and delkhasteh, goli pajmordeh, marhiime-ye maqhfiiireh,
and mdadary dshegh and hamsari ldyegh’ represent a melodic, rhythmic, and
prosodic based verbal language.

B. Lexical Features and Coherence

The lexicon used in the Persian obituaries is in line with the standard
language and shows no deviation from the norms. Throughout the
advertisements one can see a sort of lexical cohesion or coherence as
different words used in the obituaries show a united form, something which
shapes a meaningful whole. Using the words death, sorrow, sadness, passing
away, patience, tolerance, remnants, feel upset, God gives and takes back”,
and the like best show the coherence of such advertisements.

C. Semantic Features

One of the prominent features of funeral ads and condolences in Iranian
newspapers is that despite the relatively large number of words and phrases
formally used in them, they almost represent the same semantic value. For
example, words such as deceased, late, late lamented, passed away, and the
one who left us, equal to the deceased person who has died there. The
following words and phrases that are derived from these advertisements best
show synonymy of the words and expressions used in Farsi:

“Be didare hagh raftan, be malakoute aala peivastan, raftan, mordan,
parvaz kardan, orouje malakouti and didare haghtalaa”, which might be
cautiously translated into English as, adhering to God, ascension, flight,
demise, lover arrival, the trip to go to, sleep forever, going to the divine
mercy, and join to the majority.

D. Stylistic Features

Two different but related stylistic features are observed in the Iranian
obituaries: formal and literacy. The former includes the formal language
written in contemporary Persian, while the latter is full of literary work
extracts, poems, innovations, informal talks and the like. Table 3 above is
best likely to show these two styles.

E. Final Discourse Analysis

It seems that dispatch advertisements in Iranian newspapers create a
discourse between the advertisers and the audience who are parties to this
debate. The audience notices the funeral and condolences and could be of
two individual groups; specific audience who either keeps a relation to the
deceased or is a friend to them and the general public who just read the
advertisement. The purpose of obituary is informing, paying condolences to
the relatives and acquaintances, sympathizing with the deceased family
member, and notifying the funeral.
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F. Direct and Indirect Modes and Informativeness

The notification and exchange of information in such advertisements is both
direct (explicit) and indirect (implicit). The following sentences are taken
from various ads, and best show this notion:

Table 4. Advertisement in Etelaat Newspaper (Wednesday, 27 August, 2024)

Type English Translation Persian
Hereby it is announced that badinvasileh dargozasht-e
Direct has passed away. This shadarvan................. ra beh
is to inform his relatives, family ~etela’-e dustan, ashnayan va
members, and acquaintances. bastegan miresanad.
Being full of sorrows and feeling ba ta’asof va Ea asor-e faray an
. dargozasht-e diist va hamkar-e
. highly regretful, we say Lo -
Direct . 7 azizeman............... ra beh
condolence to our friend’s o
. . . khanevade-ye mohtaramash
family for his passing. . . .
tasliyat arz minama’im.
The robber of the times took daste jafa pishe-yeh rizgar,
Indirect away our unique diamond and gouhari kamyab ra az mahfel-e
robbed us of his presence. ma beh taraj bord.
dast-e virangar-e marg, diist va
hamkar-e farzaneh’am ra robud.
The destroying hand of death az taqdir garizi nist. Parvaz-e
Indirect caught my discerned friend, ghamangizash ra beh hamsar-e

there is no way, his sad flying arjmand va farzandan-e gerami-

made us feel regretted. .... yeshan tasliyat migiim va
feghdanash ra  beh  siig
mineshinim.

The difference between these two modes in the advertisements can be sought
in the local tastes and the deceased’s relatives’ interest in using these two
different methods. The purpose, however, is to respect and protect the
dignity of the survivors and relatives. The indirect form is more prevalent in
showing such a respect, though the direct form shows no offence to the
deceased or his/her relatives and is frequently used in the dispatch
advertisements.

5. Discussion

Considering what was mentioned, the readers can come to know that funeral
notices and condolences, with the use of verbal and nonverbal signs affect
the audience and provide him/her with a lot of information about the
individual who has passed away. Among other components, such as goals,
attitudes and views of the participant advertisers and audiences, cultural,
social, familial, and religious features are represented through the dispatch
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advertisements. Obituaries appearing in the Iranian newspapers and
consequently in the Iranian social context create a special discourse which
is worth researching and introducing.

Funeral ads condolences include and convey explicit and implicit
information in addition to verbal and nonverbal cues to the audience by
offering the total customs related to death, such as holding funerals and
mourning, condolences as well as sympathy and bereavement. To a non-
native covering Persian obituaries, the obituary discourse is a discourse
based on very complex language features, which is intensified by the non-
verbal signs like photos and colors. Though this language is not far different
from ordinary language of the people living in contemporary Iran, its special
use and specific application has formed a discourse which needs recognition
and understanding. Using all elements of communication, along with normal
language and special getaways of language, this special discourse creates an
atmosphere the analysis of which requires the analysis of all components
and elements of advertising, such as language, image, color, meta-language,
role, status, etc.

6. Conclusion

Dispatch advertisements appearing in the Iranian newspapers enjoy
syntactic diversity, phonological harmony, and a rhythmic language, to
which is added the taste of Persian literature and religious beliefs. Cultural,
social, familial, and other personal features of the deceased is discernable
thorough analyzing the published and printed advertisements. This discourse
which represents a carefully designed communication between the
advertisers and the audience employs both direct and indirect ways of
exchanging a lot of information in an almost limited number of words, a
limited space, and in a reader-friendly manner enjoying a simple language.
The findings of the present study might be employed in the cross-cultural
studies, discourse analysis research, and linguistic surveys in general and
studies on Iranian culture of funerals, ceremonies, and obituaries in
particular.
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Abstract

Definition has long been a subject of interest for scholars across various
disciplines. Given the pivotal role of definition in language and
communication, examining and classifying its various manifestations is of
prime significance. Despite numerous studies, a comprehensive and unified
classification of definition types appears to be lacking. This research aims
to provide a relatively comprehensive and systematic classification of
definition types that can accommodate the diversity of perspectives in this
field. This qualitative research was conducted using desk research and
descriptive methods. Definitions were collected from various online and
printed sources. The results of this research indicate that the primary features
used in existing classifications of definition types are generally based on two
approaches: function and style. However, these classifications have not fully
addressed all aspects of these approaches. Accordingly, we introduce the
Function-Style Classification as a conceptual framework. This research
paves the way for a deeper understanding of the concept of definition and its
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