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Abstract
In this article, we examine the typological differences in the position of the

word stress in two languages of Standard Spoken Persian and Modern
Standard Arabic. First, based on typological studies, we show that both
Persian and Arabic are among the languages in which the stress position of
a word can be predicted based on phonological considerations - in contrast
to languages such as English and Russian, in which the stress position of a
word cannot be predicted based solely on phonological considerations, and
in order to determine the stress position, morphological, lexical, and
historical information is also needed. We then argue that in languages where
the position of the word stress is predictable, stress cannot be contrastive,
meaning that in these languages, simply changing the stress position in a
word does not change the meaning of the word and minimal stress pairs do
not arise; in this sense, stress in a word is non-contrastive in both Persian
and Arabic. We then show that although both Persian and Arabic languages
have predictable and non-contrastive word stress, there is a huge difference
between them, namely that the location of the stressed syllable in Persian is
always on the final syllable of the word and the weight or quantity of the
syllables of the word has no effect on the location of the stress, but the
location of the stressed syllable in modern standard Arabic words varies
depending on the weight or quantity of the syllables of the word. In this

1. otabibzadeh@yahoo.com (Corresponding Author)
How to cite: Tabibzadeh, O. (2025). The Comparison of Word Stress in Persian and Arabic.
Language and Linguistics, 20(40), 1- 24. doi: 10.30465/LS1.2025.51421.1796

Original Research

Accepted: 09/June/2025 *** Received: 20/May/2025

ISSN: 2423-3847



https://doi.org/10.30465/lsi.2025.52016.1816
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2758-1821

Fall & Winter 2025 | No. 40 | Vol. 20 | language and linguistics | 2

sense, Persian is a quantity-insensitive language with a fixed stress system,
but Arabic is a quantity-sensitive language with a free stress system. In this
article, after introducing the above-mentioned typological features, I
examine and introduce these features in the two languages, of Standard
Spoken Persian and Modern Standard Arabic.

Keywords: typology of word stress; word stress in Standard Spoken Persian;
word stress in New Standard Arabic.

1. Introduction

One of the syllables of any polysyllabic word is more prominent than the
other syllables in that word in terms of phonetic characteristics (i.e., intensity
or duration or undertone). This greater prominence is called the stress of the
word and more prominent syllable is labled as the stressed syllable.
Although this is a universal feature in all world languages, it should be noted
that the phonetic or acoustic correlate of the stressed syllable varies from
one language to another; in some languages the phonetic correlative of the
stressed syllable is intensity, in others it is duration or sub-tonality, or a
combination of two or all three of the above. However, this point is not the
subject of our discussion in this article and we will not discuss it further.
Languages follow their own rules in determining the location of the stress in
their words, and in this respect they also differ greatly; for example, the
name "Muhammad" has different stresses in Arabic and Persian: in Arabic,
the stress of this word is on the penultimate syllable (/mu.'ham.mad/), and
in Persian, on the final syllable (/mo.ham.'mad/).

As another example, consider the position of word stress in the following
three synonymous words in Persian, Arabic, and English, where the stressed
syllable is in a different position:

In Persian: " -zz 3" (with final stress) /neve['tan/

In Arabic: "&us™ (with penultimate stress) /ki'ta:bah/

In English: "writing" (with initial stress) /rartiy/

Typology is a linguistics topic that studies, compares, and classifies various
features of languages; it is divided into various areas, one of which is
phonological Typology, which deals with the study of the types of word
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stress in the languages of the world. In the Typology of word stress, various
questions, such as the following, are raised: Does the location of the word
stress in a language depend solely on phonological information, or is
morphological, lexical, and historical information also needed to determine
the location of the word stress in addition to phonological information? Is
the word stress contrastive? Does each word have secondary or subsidiary
stresses in addition to the primary or main stress? Is the word stress sensitive
to the quantity or weight of the syllable? Is the stress location constant in the
words of that language or may the stress location vary in each word? Etc.
In this article, we examine the typological differences in the position of the
word stress in two languages of Standard Spoken Persian and Modern
Standard Arabic. First, based on typological studies, we show that both
Persian and Arabic are among the languages in which the stress position of
a word can be predicted based on phonological considerations - in contrast
to languages such as English and Russian, in which the stress position of a
word cannot be predicted based solely on phonological considerations, and
in order to determine the stress position, morphological, lexical, and
historical information is also needed. We then argue that in languages the
position of word stress is predictable, stress cannot be contrastive, meaning
that in these languages, simply changing the stress position in a word does
not change the meaning of the word and minimal stress pairs do not arise; in
this sense, stress in a word is non-contrastive in both Persian and Arabic.
We then show that although both Persian and Arabic languages have
predictable and non-contrastive word stress, there is a huge difference
between them, namely that the location of the stressed syllable in Persian is
always on the final syllable of the word: /mo.ham.'mad; neve['tan;
bozorgvara'ne; bo'zorg; bozor'gi/.

The weight or quantity of the syllables of the word has no effect on the
location of the stress in Persian, but the location of the stressed syllable in
modern standard Arabic words varies depending on the weight or quantity
of the syllables of the word. The ultimate syllable takes the word stress if it
is super heavy; if not the penaltimate sylalable takes the word stress if it is
heavy: if not the antepenaltimate sylalable takes the word stress whatever it
is: /'Bfa:1:; a'mi:r?; mu'hiqq; ma'kfa:r:; s'a:'buin; qu'd:u:s; 'Bfa:llah; 'qa:ma:;
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'hasan; 'qa:ma; 7Pa'ra:da; ?i'ma:dun; ‘'kataba; ‘'ka:tibun; mak'tu:bon;
hodzo'ra:tun; ta'qa:talu:; ?iy'talafu:; mak'tabatun; ka'tabata:/.

In this sense, Persian is a quantity-insensitive language with a fixed stress
system, but Arabic is a quantity-sensitive language with a free stress system.
In this article, after introducing the above-mentioned typological features,
these features in two languages of Standard Spoken Persian and Modern
Standard Arabic are examined and introduced.
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