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Abstract

Undoubtedly, Borhan-e Qate' has a significant place among Persian
dictionaries. Among the reasons for the importance of this culture, one is the
use of a long-standing tradition in India for the purpose of monolingual
cultural writing, and the other is providing a wide range of dialectal, non-
Persian and ancient words alongside Persian words. Among the words that
we come across in frequent arguments are the words that are introduced as
belonging to "Zand and Pazand language", and their correctness and
belonging to Zoroastrian texts have been debated. In addition to providing a
complete list of these words, this article provides enlightening explanations
about each of them and tries to review these words by checking authoritative
sources and older dictionaries. In order to do this, the words are categorized
into two general groups "with pronunciation measures" and "without
pronunciation measures" so that it is possible to comment on their specific
pronunciations.
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1. Introduction

Undoubtedly, Burhan-e Qati‘ has a significant status among Persian
dictionaries. One of the reasons behind the importance of this dictionary is
that it utilizes a long-standing tradition in India for the purpose of monolingual
dictionary compiling, and the other is that it presents a wide range of dialectal,
non-Persian, and ancient words alongside Persian words. It can be claimed
that Burhan-e Qati‘ is one of the Persian dictionaries that, despite its
importance and fame, and despite its precise and comprehensive revision, has
not yet been examined and studied from all angles. The breadth of the data in
this dictionary, with about twenty thousand entries, and the diversity of its
information, from dialectal and archaic words to numerous allusions and even
superstitious concepts, further demonstrates the need to re-study this
dictionary. Among the words which we encounter repeatedly in the text of
Burhan-e Qati‘ are the words introduced as belonging to the "Zand and
Pazand languages", whose accuracy and belonging to the Zoroastrian texts
have long been the subject of debate and controversy. This article, while
providing a complete list of these words, provides enlightening explanations
about each of them, and attempts to review these words by examining the
reliable sources.

In order to do this, words labeled as Zand and Pazand are categorized into two
general groups: "with pronunciation measures" and "without pronunciation
measures", so that their rather exact pronunciations can be checked.
Although Burhan-e Qati‘ should logically have been provided from various
sources, the author has only mentioned four dictionaries: Farhang-e Jahangiri
(by Anju-ye Shirazi), Majma ‘ ol-Fors by Soruri Kashani, Sorme-ye Soleymani
by Taghi al-Din Awhadi, and Sikah al-Adwiyah by Hossein Ansari, among
which Farhang-e Jahangiri is the one used the most. The author of Burhan-e
Qati‘ explains the reason for using these four books because he wanted to
collect “all the Persian, Pahlavi, Dari, Greek, Syriac, Roman and Arabic words
used in Persian, together with Zand and Pazand words, foreign and
miscellaneous words”.

Of course, it should be noted that the compiler of Burhan-e Qati‘, has also had
access to some other dictionaries and texts in addition to the four dictionaries
mentioned, and has quoted his entries or some of their meanings from those
books.

Despite the advantages that Burhan-e Qati‘ had at the time of its composition
in terms of the number and variety of words, there are also some objections to
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it, the most important of which are: several mistakes in the sources which have
made their ways into the book,and some historical and geographical errors.
To these issues, we may add many superstitions in the explanation of some
words that the author considered to be true, to the extent that Muhammad Ali
Da‘i al-Islam, the author of Farhang-e-Nizam, has considered such errors to
be due to the lack of knowledge on the part of the author of Burhan, and has
angrily stated that the author of the Burhan was an illiterate and nonsense-
talking man. He explicitly questions the accuracy of the words mentioned in
Burhan under the titles of Zand and Pazand, and considers them to be mostly
taken from fake sources.

In this article, we examine the words that Burhan explicitly terms as “Zand
and Pazand.” The data for this study are collected from the text of Burhan-e
Qati‘, edited by the late Dr. Mohammad Moin, and the numbers in the
parentheses are the page numbers of the entry in that source. The basis of the
present study to find the equivalents of the heterograms (Huzwaresh words)
of Burhan-e Qati‘ is based on Mackenzie’s (1971) Concise Pahlavi
Dictionary, the Pahlavi Dictionary of Nyberg (1988), and also Junker’s (1955)
work. Supplementary sources such as Mashkur (1346) and Da‘i al-Islam
(1926) were also used in cases where similar heterograms were not found in
the previous works.

In cases where there was a difference in the recording of the heterograms in
the books mentioned, we have mentioned them; and in other cases, it has been
sufficient to mention only one of them. So, in general, mainly Middle Persian
dictionaries, along with other existing dictionaries from ancient languages,
have been used to find the roots of words. We know that most of these roots
are Aramaic, and have found their way into Pahlavi language in the form of
heterograms. In a few cases where we were unable to find out how the word
has found its way into Pahlavi language; we have mentioned it.

In the text of Burhan-e Qati‘, 125 familiar words (or groups and phrases) are
used to introduce the pronunciation of the words "Zand and Pazand." Some of
these cases are more frequent, and some are used only to show the
pronunciation of a single word. Therefore, we have first introduced the words
which are presented with a pronunciation measure in Burhan-e Qati‘, then
words are presented for which only one word is mentioned under a measure,
and finally, words for which a similar measure is not given in Burhan-e Qati".
The measures based on which the words "Zand and Pazand" are introduced in
this book are 22.
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Finding the "Zand and Pazand" words in Burhan-e Qati‘ revives the perennial
debate over the pronunciation of the aforementioned words in Pahlavi texts.
There are two main opposing groups in the debate over the heterograms and
their pronunciations: The first group believes that the heterograms were
written in Aramaic and read in Pahlavi; and the second group believes that the
heterograms were read in their own written form. Despite the clarification of
Burhan-e Qati‘ about the words Zand and Pazand words, and their (almost)
exact pronunciations, we have difficulties in accepting the second option. The
most logical analysis that we have reached is that the readers and writers of
Pahlavi texts have probably memorized the mentioned words in their written
forms, which were very far from the actual pronunciations of the words, in
order to have a way to remember them. This is what many students of ancient
languages do today, in order to memorize these forms, as the difficulties of
the Pahlavi script.
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